25 MARCH 2021
Tēnā koutou katoa,

Firstly, a warm welcome to Ariana M. (R2) who joins our Riwaka School
whanau. It is great to have you here with us!
Looking at our values in action, some things that have stood out for me over
the week are; an amazing improvement in self managing during writing time
for some of our Y3s. This looks like, finding a good spot to work and asking for
help when needed, as well as persevering with an activity. Looking at the
increased confidence and skill in swimming in the junior school, I am
impressed with the perseverance and focus that students are showing in trying
new things and not giving up when it is hard. We have also had some very
positive feedback this week from MoTEC. The students visited Tasman Canvas
and also local op shops. Staff commented positively on the behaviour and
attitude of these Y7/8 students as well as the way they helped each other with
their learning. I was also impressed with an approach by a group of budding
young Y8 gardeners who have started on a ‘self-directed’ carrot patch in the
school gardens. One student has bought seeds over the weekend with their
own money and they approached me with a proposal on where they could
plant this and what they needed to work on this.
PB4L Information Session
On Thursday 1st April, we are hosting a Parent Information Session about PB4L
in the PA Centre from 1:30pm until 2:30pm at the latest. This will be presented
by Paul Johnstone who works for the Ministry of Education as a Facilitator for
schools who are becoming PB4L schools. He has a depth of experience in
management roles within NZ schools, particularly the Y7 and Y8 age group
level. This is an opportunity for anyone who would like to know more about
PB4L. I look forward to welcoming anyone to the PA Centre who is able to
make it.
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HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING
28 March
Pool closes to the public
2-6 April
Easter Break
16 April
Teacher Only Day
17 April - 2 May
Term Holidays
22 April
School fundraiser quiz at Sprig
& Fern from 7.30pm
30 April
Deadline for $20 Pool Card
refund
3 May
Term 2 Commences
24 June
School fundraiser quiz at Sprig
& Fern from 7.30pm

Y8 Leaders
We have had some excellent initiative shown by our senior students who have been nominated for leadership
positions. At this stage, we have Ruby, Tayla, Oliver, Tobin and Alex who will be planning and running some
lunchtime activities for students. This has been facilitated by Lucy Anderson. It is also a great opportunity for
Lucy to connect with some of our senior students.
Teacher Only Day
Please remember that school is not open for instruction on Friday 16th April. The staff will be undertaking
professional development in mathematics.
Tsunami Warning Evacuation Plan
We take the safety of students seriously. In the event of an official warning from Civil Defence or other
emergency services, natural warnings (an earthquake that is long; lasts more than 60 seconds or strong; makes
it hard to stand up), the school will follow our evacuation procedure and head to Hallertau Heights via Factory
Road and Swamp Road. For safety reasons, to allow us to follow the plan quickly and calmly, we require parents
to wait until contact is made from the school to give an all clear that students can be picked up. The pick up
point is back at school. Contact will be made by text message to give an all clear. For anyone wanting to read
the full procedure, please follow the directions below:
All school policies and procedures are hosted on an outside provider, SchoolDocs Ltd. These can be viewed
here:
http://riwaka.schooldocs.co.nz/Logon.aspx
The community username is: riwaka
The community password is: waka
From there, please use the search function to locate anything you are looking for.
Have an excellent weekend, take care and he waka eke noa! We are all in this together!
Ngā mihi nui
Fraser Campbell
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Swimming Pool
We hope you’ve enjoyed a few swims over the summer. The
last day for public swimming is Sunday, 28 March.

All pool keys must be returned to the office by 30 April to
get your $20 refund. No refunds will be given after this date.

Community Notices
The Redwood Kids Fun Run starts at the Brook
Sanctuary at 12.30pm.
It is about 2 kilometres long in total.
The run starts and ends at the Sanctuary.
There are spot prizes for the participants!
Enrolment is free and you can do this on the
day, so please arrive early enough for your child
or children to be ready to go at 12.30pm.
Parents can
choose.
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