
Tena koutou katoa, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, the 
families of Riwaka School for your support this 
year. It has been a huge year with a lot of 
achievements and learning for students. One of the 
highlights for me this year has been seeing the 
development of our PB4L with reward systems and 
recognition of positive choices of the students. Of 
particular note in the development of this is the 
voice of the students. We have had a number of 
students achieving on the sportsfield, the stage and 
also in various academic competitions and events. 
I look forward to seeing the direction that these 
students take in these pursuits. 
 
For some, we are saying farewell to you as a family 
as your Y8 child moves on to high school. To those 
parents, we have appreciated your support over the 
years and wish you and your child all the best for 
high school. This year, we farewell 20 Y8 students; 
Alex A., Isla B-C, Skye B., Jack B., Norma B., 
Daniel C., William D-K, Dylan F., Ngahere H., 
Ava H., Lucius K., Koby M., Kyra N., Ruby Q., 
Reggie S., Bruno S., Emma T., Sana W., Lucia 
Y. and Ella S-R.  We are proud of their 

achievements and are grateful for their 
contributions to the school culture. On behalf of all 
the staff, we wish you well!!  
 
Stationery lists for 2020 will be put on the website 
by Friday 20th. Most items are available through 
standard retail providers. Regarding the new 
entrant list, all items can be bought from the school 
stationery supplies early 2020. 
 
On Thursday, end of year reports will go home for 
all students. I hope you find this snapshot of 
progress and commentary from teacher and child 
useful in getting an idea of how your child’s learning 
has gone over 2019. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

2019 Term 4 
Mon 14 October – Thurs  

 
Thursday 19 December 
Students released 12 noon 
Buses will run at 12 noon 
 

2020 Term 1 Start Date 
Friday 7 February 
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I would like to congratulate Jess Anderson 

on her appointment to Team Leader at Māpua 
School as well as Craig Barrow to Y7/8 

Teacher at Parklands School. Whilst it is 
always hard farewelling staff, I wish both Jess 
and Craig all the best for the next step in their 
respective careers. Go well to both of them!!  
 
Classroom placements have been confirmed 
for 2020 and all students have visited their 
2020 class this week. Where possible, they 
will also have a chance to meet their teacher 
for 2020. It has been an intensive process in 
comprising classroom compositions for next 
year.  
 
Finalised teacher placements for 2020 are: 
R1- Luke Hansen  Y1/2 
R2- Lucy Anderson Y0/1 
R3- Glenda Bolton Y2/3 
R4- Tess Hansen  Y2/3 
R5- Bron Ewers  Y5/6 
R6- Sarah Roberts (Acting Senior Team   

Leader) Y4/5 
R7- Johnna Alborn Y7/8 
R8- Lucy Ryder  Y7/8 
R9- Struan McKenzie/ Bridget O’Leary    Y4 
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge our 2019 
teaching team; Kathrine, Craig, Jess, 
Struan, Johnna, Jude, Luke, Glenda, 
Bridget, Sarah, Tess, Lucy A., Lucy R., 
Stephanie, Fiona and the relievers who have 

helped out over the year to cover in many 
ways. I am very grateful to work with such a 
committed team who are here for all the 
children in our care. I would like to 
acknowledge the crucial role our support staff 
play on the frontline in the office and library; 
Glenys and Sal who I could not cope without. 

Our teacher aides and learning support 

There was a terrific turnout for Grandparents day in the Junior classes last week.  The 

students had a fun time working with the grandparents on various projects and all enjoyed a 

well-deserved morning tea.                                                                                                                

(More pictures on Pg 2) 



assistants, Alva, Maree, Jillian, Tracey and Lynne. Thanks 
to Michelle for her work as sports co-ordinator as well as 

delivering PMP and support with junior aquatics programmes. 
I would also like to acknowledge Kylie for all the work in the 

school gardens, pool and around the school. I would also like 
to acknowledge Sandra for her work in keeping the school 

healthy and clean to work in. I feel privileged to work with this 
team. 
 
Thanks to our Board of Trustees, Claude, Kathrine, Louise, 
Chris, Andrea, Janet and Glenys for her work as BoT 
secretary. I value and appreciate all the work they do 
voluntarily behind the scenes to support the teaching and 
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 learning at Riwaka School. I am feeling very positive about 
what we will achieve in 2020. 
 
There will be some changes with timings to bus routes next 
year.  We will notify you when we get the details. 

 
I wish each and every one of you all the best over the summer!! 
 
Take care 
Ka kite ano 
p 
Fraser Campbell 
Principal 
Riwaka School 
 

Board Blurb                                                                                                                                                                 
The BOT would like to wish students, staff and the wider school community a Merry Christmas and a relaxed and happy New 
Year!!  
 
Thank you to those who participated in the recent school wide consultation, we have had a lot of positive and constructive 
feedback and will report back in full at the beginning of 2020.  
 
It has been a year of exciting changes with a new committed and diverse Board, significant property projects underway for 
2020, a streamlined and focussed charter and positive results from implementing PB4L. 
 
A huge thank you to all the staff for their passion, enthusiasm and commitment to our students, each other and the wider 
school community. Best of luck to the staff who are leaving us this year – you will be missed! 
 
We look forward to building on this year’s achievements into 2020. 
As always, if you have any questions or feedback please don’t hesitate to contact us at bot.riwaka@riwaka.school.nz 
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A beaut day for the Top Team 

event last week.  Great to see all 

students involved, showing their 

strong team spirit along with 

the senior students helping the 

younger ones compete. 
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The Summer Effect 

Also known as summer learning loss, summer setback, or summer slide. Education researchers have 

been interested in this since 1906. It is a well-known phenomenon, that students who take a break from 

their studies for an extended period, lose previously learned skills. 

Here’s an interesting research study result that I found when looking up this subject: 

If you don't exercise, you lose muscle, and if you don't read, you will lose literacy skills. A University of 

Tennessee, Knoxville, research study shows that children who don't read over the summer lose at least 

two months of reading development. 

It’s not that I needed to look it up, I just wanted to be able to share with you that it is based on educational 

research, not just teachers’ anecdotes. But ask any teacher, and they will tell you that students come back 

to school, having lost some of their previous learning, so that old ground has to be gone over again. Here 

at Riwaka School we would love to start the year being able to further our students learning right from the 

get go. Here’s where you can help. Make it fun, not like homework or schoolwork, but part of their day. 

Some suggestions are; 

Read with your children and to them, regardless of age.  

Model sitting down reading 

Join the library if you’re not already a member. Check out their summer reading programme for kids. 

Writing – have a journal/diary that children can write and decorate and stick things in. If that’s too daunting 

for your child, make it a shared family diary that they contribute to. 

Take summer photos and get children to caption them. Make a photo book of their summer. 

 Write stories together about their adventures, or their toy’s adventures. 

Have your child help write shopping lists and be in charge of a calculator on the way around the 

supermarket. 

Baking/cooking together is another great maths based activity. Reading the recipe, measuring, even 

downsizing or upsizing the quantities. 

Finally, here’s a link to an article about summertime reading activities with your kids. 

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-reading-skills/summer-

reading.html 

 

Happy Holidays 

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-reading-skills/summer-reading.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-reading-skills/summer-reading.html
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United Brokers Insurances 2002 Ltd 
 
Christopher Gannon donates 25% of his commission to 
Riwaka School  Mobile: 0274 498 768   (GST Registered)
   E-mail:- Christopher@ubi02.co.nz 

Ministry of Inspiration Summer STEAMS 

programmes are as follows:  STEAMS Cooking 13-17 

January. Art and Engineering 20-24 January for 6-13 

year olds. Magic the Gathering 15-16 January and 22-24 

January for ages 10+. All programmes are held at Garin 

College from 9 to 3 each day, Register through 

Eventbrite or click on Events Tab on our Facebook page.  

21 December: Ornament Making and Cookie Baking for 

5-8 year olds also at Garin College from 9-3. 


