
HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING

Tuesday, 15 September
School cross country
Seniors morning (Y4-8)
Juniors afternoon

Thursday, 24 September
Yr 5-8 In-School Sports
Tournament

Term 3
Last Day, 25 September
 
Term holiday
26 September - 11 October
 
Term 4 Commences                 
Monday, 12 October
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Tēnā koutou katoa

I hope that everyone enjoyed the spring-like weather that presented itself on Monday. With the
appearance of lambs and daffodils in late August, can we say that these changes in the natural
world around us herald the coming of Spring or; do we go by the premise that spring in NZ is Sept,
Oct and Dec or; do we listen to those that would argue that Spring does not start until around the
23rd of September? For me, when I start seeing fluffy little lambs and daffodils popping up around
the place, I’m going to call that Spring and welcome it with open arms! Anyway, surely you were
hoping to read more than Mr Campbell’s ramble about when he thinks the seasons start and end...

2021 Planning  With the resignation of Miss Anderson (R7) and Mr Barrow (R8) at the end of 2019,
we are advertising two Permanent positions for next year. We also have a Fixed Term position
advertised for 2021. The aim is to have our staffing sorted for 2021 as soon as possible and
hopefully avoid any last minute ‘curve balls’. All teachers in permanent positions have signalled their
intention to stick around for 2021 which is reassuring. By mid-September, we are obliged to
advertise in the Guardian for any out-of-zone student spaces in 2021. Each year, we have different
sized cohorts at each year level. For example, this year we will have 32 Y8 students moving on to
secondary school at the end of the year whereas at this stage, we will have 19 Y8s leaving at the end
of 2021. There is definitely a ‘numbers’ component to how we structure the school from year-to-year
and part of this ‘numbers game’ is around what funding is generated for both staffing and
operational costs.

The aim is to try to sustain the same flow of students in and out from year-to-year to generate
similar funding from year-to-year. This means that for 2021, we will be advertising out-of-zone
spaces at the new entrant level for Term 3 onward as well as some spaces at the Y7/8 level. To aid
with future planning, if you know that there is a change of circumstance on the horizon for your
whanau, eg: moving out of the area, it would be helpful if you could inform the office as soon as
possible on office@riwaka.school.nz.  Also, if you know of anyone moving into the area or someone
who may have a new entrant aged child looking to start in 2021, please also ask them to make
contact with the office. This all helps inform our forward planning.

Whenua Iti  Thanks to those parents who were able to support the junior school classes with their
visits to Whenua Iti last week. By all accounts, it was another great opportunity to engage with this
valuable organisation in supporting our mini adventurers with team-work, resilience and self-
confidence.

Cyber Safety  For parents of tweenagers and teenagers, it can be a difficult passage to navigate in
keeping up with not just the options that are out there for your children to engage in social media
but also the risks that present themselves. The ‘high trust’ model does not work in terms of hoping
that everything will be OK. Kids will and do get themselves into some compromising and risky
situations. By risky, I am talking about the potential to expose themselves to emotional harm,
inappropriate content or vulnerability to scams or even worse, online grooming. It is important to
keep the lines of communication open to be able to talk to kids about this stuff. It is part of the
world we have brought them into and is not going to go away. The important message is in
supporting them to make safe and healthy decisions and also being there to support their learning
from mistakes if things do go wrong. A valuable resource is Netsafe. I encourage you to consult this
to educate yourself and also use this if you need some guidance in untangling an online problem-
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/advice/parenting/

I wish each of you and your whanau a positive start to spring. It has been one heck of a year and I
hope that everyone is looking after themselves.

Ngā mihi nui
Fraser Campbell
Principal

Room 9 Fundraiser 
 Peanut Butter Lovers,

look no further!
Our very own Vivi

Roberts and her dad
make and sell peanut

butter! As part of
Room 9's fundraiser,
these tasty delights
are for sale at the

office for only $5 each!
Grab yourself a

bargain, crunchy and
smooth available. 



PB4L focus (Positive Behaviour for Learning)
Our focus for these last two weeks has been on two things; expectations around the toilets and
resilience when there is conflict. Our big focus in terms of resilience is developing our W.I.T.S. More
information on this can be found here -  https://witsprogram.ca/families/using-wits-with-your-
child/how-can-i-help-my-children-use-their-wits-to-resolve-conflicts/
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Junior School fun at Whenua Iti
The Junior School recently enjoyed a day of outdoor adventures and

team challenges at Whenua Iti. 

Their teamwork and resilience was rewarded at the end of the day with
some freshly brewed bush tea.

Waka Warriors
Week 5, Term 3: Cora G, Sybella E, Sam H, Ollie D, Adele C, Thea A, Maizie P, Millen F, Daisy A,   
 Ash S, Grace H, King C, Olivia L, Tia G-W, Taye M, Dylan C, Archie F, JJ.

Week 6, Term 3: Ashley R, Lilliana B, Ollie D, Bahda S, Remy H, Oscar W-M, Stazeia K-P, Luke C,
Shayla-Rose R, Kelepi P, Riria G-W, Gemma H, Ava G, Tobin VBM, LilyMae K-K, George E, Conna D,
Phoebe L

https://witsprogram.ca/families/using-wits-with-your-child/how-can-i-help-my-children-use-their-wits-to-resolve-conflicts/


HOLIDAY CAMPS
Our camps are a great place for people to grow and try new

things in a safe environment. We have two 'Army' themed camps
coming up these school holidays. Along with activities, wide

games, mainstage, and fun leaders, everyone will get a free round
of laser tag for this camp only!

Army Camp for ages 8-11yrs: 28th Sep - 2nd Oct
Special Forces Camp for ages 11-13yrs: 5th - 9th Oct

Register at www.bridgevalley.co.nz or 
email: holidaycamps@bridgevalley.co.nz with any questions.

Players Wanted - Motueka Football 10th Grade Stingers 

The Motueka Football 10th grade team is looking for 2-3 more players for
the 2021 season. We currently have 9 players and require at least 2 more
players for next year's season. 
You MUST be turning 11 in 2021. Our focus has been on skills, positioning
and passing. Our aim has been to play good football. We have a good record
this season and want to continue this.  
We have a coach for next season and will begin training early in Term 1 of
2021. Ideally you will have some football skills.  Please contact James
Monaghan 021 2172211 or james.monaghan@motuekahigh.school.nz

Community Notices

Kids Fabric Masks for Sale - $10
Fabric mask samples of various
sizes for kids are on display in

the school foyer.

 Phone Kat 021 528 909 
to arrange your order. 

 Kat will notify you when your
order is available for pickup, 
with payment, at the school

office.

http://www.bridgevalley.co.nz/

